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In this second edition of STATE AND LOCAL POLITICS: INSTITUTIONS & REFORM: THE

ESSENTIALS--a concise version of their acclaimed new text--Donovan, Smith, and Mooney go

beyond the purely descriptive treatment usually found in state and local texts and offer an engaging

comparative approach, showing students how politics and government differ between states and

communities and describing the causes and effects of those variations. In addition, the text focuses

on what social scientists know about the effects of rules and institutions on politics and policy. This

comparative institutional framework enables students to think more analytically about the impact of

institutions on policy outcomes, asks them to evaluate the effectiveness of one institutional

approach over another, and encourages them to consider more sophisticated solutions. Written by

three young, high-profile specialists who have contributed significantly to the field in the last decade,

the text incorporates the most recent scholarship available, giving students access to perspectives

that no other textbook on the market currently provides. An abbreviated, cost-effective text, STATE

AND LOCAL POLITICS: INSTITUTIONS & REFORM: THE ESSENTIALS covers the core concepts

students need to gain a solid understanding of state and local government, all within ten chapters.
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If you are going to read an electronic on iPad, beware, the book has awful, awful turquoise

background, which makes reading on some pages nearly impossible.Also, kindle edition rental is

$19, regular paperback - $16 with free shipping both ways. Are you serious? How come an ebook is



more expensive than paperback?

I enjoy this textbook and a good professor helps make for some interesting discussions about the

citizen's chance to influence change on local and state issues.

As far as school books go, this one was a good book..... it helped with the understanding of what

was going on in class. Quick shipping, great price.

But it works well with the class I am listed in and explains the subject throughly. I would recommend

for a gen ed or even justa history buff!

If you love State and Local government and politics as much as any true American does, this is the

book for you!!!
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